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A STAR IN THE FIRMAMENT OF TELUGU LITERATURE 

The reputed scholar and poetess Utukuri Lakshmeekanthamma of Bapatla, 
who was chosen for the Gupta Foundation's Mandupalli Krishnamurty 
Saahitya Puraskara Award, 1996 died on December 10. She was 79. 
She had been ailing for some time. A native of Vijayalakshmipuram in 
Bapatla, Lakshmeekantamma was a well-known personality, thanks to 
here recitation of poems in Prachina Khanda Kavyas and Kavitas in a 
perfect raga style. 

Born to Madura! Kavi Naalam Krishna Rao and Suseelamma at Mandapet 
in West Godavari District on December 21, 1917, Lakshmeekantamma 
studied up to Ubhaya Bhaasha Praveena. Inspired by her father she 
cultivated oratorical and writing skills in ancient poetry. 

!n 1 976 the Andhra University conferred on Lakshmeekantamma the title 
of "Kalaa Prapoorna" In the veena ganam and elocution competitions. 
She won five gold medals. She was a member of the Andhra Pradesh 
Sahitya Academy, the Baalala Academy, the Telugu Bhasha Samiti and 
the Viswa Hindu Parishat. 

In her 12th year Lakshmeekantamma was married to Utukuri Hayagreeva 
Gupta, an advocate. She settled in Bapatla more than sixty years ago. 
She authored several Telugu and Sanskrit kaavyas. Her well-known work, 
Andhra Kavayitrulu won the first prize from the Telugu Bhasa Samiti in 
1953. She also penned Akhila Bharata Rachyitrulu, Sree Kanayaka 
Parameswaree Suprabhatam Jaati Pita, Naa Telugu Maanchala, 
Saraswatee Saamaraajyam and other geya and padya kaavyaas and her 
own autobiography under the title of Saahitee Rudramma. 

In 1953, Lakshmeekantaamma won the "Grihalakshmee Kankana 
Puraskaaram", in 1983theTikkavarapu Sudarasanamma Award, in 1986 
Viswanatha Satyanarayana Award, in 1984 Sueela Narayana Reddy 
Award, and in 1953 the Sarojinee Naidu Memorial Telugu Velugu la Award. 

Besides her literary activities Lakshmeekantamma was involved with 
serveral women's movements. She attended the Telugu Mahasabha in 
Russia and was felicitated there for her literary achievements. 

Lakshmeekantamma's other notable works include: Andhrufa Keertana 
Kalaseva, Devistava Taravati. Sadukti Manjar, (translationof Hindi dohas 
written by Kabir, Tulasi Binda Rahim), Bharata Desa Charitra - 
Konnigunapathalu, Kant! Sikharalu (devotional songs), Mahila Vikrama 
Suktam, Mana Sahitee Madhu Bharathi, (geya kavyam) 1 ', and 
Kanyakamma Nlvali (Satirical pada kavym). 

Lakshmeekantamma's upublished works include: Story of Chandramathi 
(For children - to be published by the T.T.D.) Sahitya Vyasa Manjar/ and 
Rutamabari (vachana geya kavyam) 
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RESOLUTION 

The Managing Committee of the Vysya Seva Sadanam in its Com- 
mittee Meeting held on 11-12-1996 at Sadanam premises 
ananimously respved to share the grief due to sudden death of Smt. 
Utukuri Lakshmikanthamma Garu who served as committee Mem- 
ber for several years. 

The Committee also resolved to keep on record the excellent serv- 
ices rendered to the Institution for several years. 

The Committee further resolved to send condolence message to the 
bereaved family and pray God "MAY HER SOLE REST IN PEASE" 

T. HANUMANTARAO 

Secretary 
Vysya Seva Sadanam, Rajahmundry. 
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